
 

Accessible Design: 
 
Accessible design, also known as inclusive design or universal design, focuses on 
creating products and environments that are usable by people of all abilities, 
including those with disabilities. In the context of web design, accessible design 
aims to ensure that websites are usable and navigable by everyone, regardless of 
their physical or cognitive abilities. 
 
Key principles and techniques of accessible design include: 
 

1. Semantic HTML: Using HTML elements in a semantic and meaningful way to 
provide structure and context to the content. Semantic HTML elements such 
as <nav>, <header>, <main>, <footer>, and <article> help assistive 
technologies like screen readers understand the content's organisation and 
improve accessibility. 
 

2. Proper Use of Headings: Using hierarchical heading tags (<h1> to <h6>) to 
structure content logically and provide a clear hierarchy. Headings help users 
navigate through the content easily, especially for users who rely on screen 
readers or keyboard navigation. 

 
3. Alternative Text for Images: Including descriptive alt text (<img 

alt="description">) for images to provide context and convey information to 
users who cannot see the images, such as those using screen readers or with 
slow internet connections. 

 
4. Keyboard Accessibility: Ensuring that all functionality and interactive 

elements on the website are accessible and operable via keyboard 
navigation. This includes providing focus indicators for keyboard users and 
ensuring that interactive elements have accessible keyboard controls. 

 
5. Color Contrast: Ensuring sufficient color contrast between text and 

background colors to improve readability and accessibility for users with low 
vision or color vision deficiencies. The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 
(WCAG) provide specific guidelines for color contrast ratios that websites 
should adhere to. 

 
6. Accessible Forms: Designing forms with clear labels, error messages, and 

input instructions to facilitate easy completion for all users, including those 
using assistive technologies or with cognitive disabilities. 



 

7. Testing with Assistive Technologies: Regularly testing websites with 
assistive technologies such as screen readers, magnification software, and 
keyboard navigation tools to identify and address accessibility barriers. 

 
Accessible design not only benefits users with disabilities but also enhances the 
overall user experience for everyone, leading to more inclusive and user-friendly 
websites. By incorporating accessibility principles into web design practices, 
designers can create websites that are usable and accessible to a broader audience. 
 


